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long fasting and mortal terror. She offered a large sum of gold,
and twelve captive earls of Stephen's party, as her brother's
ransom. Queen Matilda declared she never would resign this
important prisoner but in exchange for Stephen; and caused the
countess of Gloucester to be informed, that unless her terms were
accepted, and that speedily, she would send Gloucester to one of
her strong castles in Boulogne, there to be kept rigorously. Not
that it was in the nature of the queen to make reprisals on
a gallant gentleman, whom the fortune of war had placed at
her disposal; but as Stephen had been severely incarcerated in
Bristol castle, of which the countess of Gloucester was the mis-
tress, there was policy in. exciting her conjugal fears. Had it not
been for this threat, Stephen would never have regained his
liberty, for the empress obdurately refused to purchase her
brother's freedom by his release. Fortunately the person of
Stephen was not in her keeping. The countess of Gloucester
entered into a private treaty with queen Matilda for the ex-
change of their illustrious prisoners, the queen giving up herself
and young Eustace as hostages until the earl of Gloucester
arrived in exchange, November 1st, 1141, on which day Stephen
was liberated and departed from Bristol.

Queen Matilda was not long permitted to enjoy the reunion
which took place between her and her beloved consort, for nothing
could induce the empress to Hsten to any terms of pacification,
and 1142 commenced with renewal of hostilities. While Stephen
was pursuing the war he was seized with a dangerous malady at
Northampton. Matilda hastened to "hi-m on the first news of his
sickness. It was a return of a lethargic complaint with which he
had once or twice been afflicted. Through the tender attentions
of his queen, Stephen recovered, and was able to take the field
again; which he did with such success, that the party of the empress
thought it high time to claim the assistance of her husband,
Geoffrey, count of Anjou, who was now exercising tihe functions of
duke of Normandy. He demurred, and the empress, impatient to
embrace her first-born son, and to obtain the Angevin and Norman
succours to strengthen her party, prevailed upon her brother to
urge his arrival Gloucester left her, as he thought, safe in the
almost impregnable castle of Oxford, and embarked for Normandy.
As soon as he was gone Stephen besieged the empress in her
stronghold. The want of provisions rendered its fall inevitable.
One night she, with only four attendants, clothed in white gar-
ments, sfcole through a postern that opened upon the river Thames,
which at that time was thickly frozen over and covered with snow.
Taking horse at Abingdon, they arrived safely at WaJlingford the